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MAY 30, 1983-150th Anniversary 


IN ADDITION TO ACTING PRESIDENT POWELL, THE FOLLOWING 
PERSONS ARE SHARING THE COMMENCEMENT PLATFORM 


President-Elect S. Frederick Starr 


Maya Angelou, Commencement Speaker 
David S. Boe, Dean of the Conservatory of Music 
Samuel C. Carrier, Acting Vice President and Provost 
Douglass S. Gardner, Registrar 
W. Culver Hale, Honorary Marshal, President of the Class of 1933 
Robert A. Haslun, Secretary of the College 
Michael Henry, Secretary-Treasurer of the Class of 1983 
Stella Kim, Vice President of the Class of 1983 
George H. Langeler, Dean of Students 
The Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr., Invocatur 
Robert M. Longsworth, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
Dwan Vanderpool, President of the Class of 1983 


Retiring Members of the Faculty and Staff (with year of appointment) 


Charles French Isackes, Assistant to the Vice President 
for External Affairs (1958) 
Serge Kryzytski, Professor of Russian (1964) 
Wilbur Price, Professor of Pianoforte (1949) 
Betty Serven Price, Executive Secretary to the President (1946) 
Joseph Ruch Reichard, Professor of German (1938) 
Elbridge Putnam Vance, Professor of Mathematics (1943) 


Trustees of Oberlin College 


Robert S. Danforth, Chairman of the Board 

Lester Barclay 

George R. Bent II 
Eileen T. Cline 
John D. Elder 

Lloyd N. Morrisett 

Eric Nord 

Jesse Philips 


Honorary Trustees of Oberlin College 


Bernard Gladieux 
Jeanne H. Stephens 
F. Champion Ward 


ily 


Hi 


Bis 


IV. 


ORDER OF EXERCISES 


PRESIDING 


ACTING PRESIDENT JAMES LAWRENCE POWELL 


THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION 
HONORARY MARSHAL—WEBSTER CULVER HALE, A.B., 1933 


The outdoor Academic Procession has its antecedents in medieval Oxford University. The Procession is de- 
signed so that each graduating senior passes before each faculty member one final time before the conferring of 
the degrees. The colorful nature of the Procession comes from the academic hoods worn by the faculty. The 
hoods are lined with silk in the official academic color or colors of the institution which granted the faculty 
member’s degree; they are trimmed in velvet the color indicating the discipline to which the degree pertains. 


The audience will rise when the procession moves down the aisle. 


MUSIC—The Commencement Band 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR JOHN KNIGHT, conductor 


INVOCATION—(Audience standing) 


THE REVEREND JAMES M. LAWSON, JR. 
Minister, Holman United Methodist Church, Los Angeles, California 


WELCOME AND REMARKS 
ACTING PRESIDENT POWELL 


REMARKS 
DWAN CONSTANCE VANDERPOOL, President of the Class of 1983 


MUSIC—The Commencement Band 
JOHN KNIGHT, conductor 


Flourish for Wind Band Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(1872-1958) 


VI. ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEGREES GRANTED SINCE THE COMMENCEMENT 


EXERCISES OF MAY 1982 


SAMUEL CROWE CARRIER III, Acting Vice President and Provost 


Marc Agger 

Susan Eleanor Alexander 
Joan Marie Benson 

David Stuart Brodkey 
Andrew Walter Butterfield 
Stephen Edward Drummond 
Beth Anne Eppell 

Rebecca Rossell Furcron 
Jennifer Marie Goheen 
Ivo Herzog 

Lincoln David Kamell 
Dierdre Elisabeth King 


Peter Douglass Daggett 
Carol Goodwillie 
James Gordon Lyman 


THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 


The Degree of Bachelor of Arts 


Elizabeth Stella Knapp 
Douglas Earle Langeland 
Ann Elizabeth Leighton 
George Alan Lewis 
Mildred Inez Lewis 
Marjean Marie Liggett 
Maurice Aaron Mallin 
Thomas Briggs Bartholomew Markgraf 
Daniel Davies McDevitt 
Vincent F. Melfi 

Thomas Edward Mesevage 
Michael O’Rourke 


THE CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 
The Degree of Bachelor of Music 


Thomas Edward Mesevage 
Cynthia Lynn Mowery 
Robin Jeanine Poor 


The Degree of Master of Music in Teaching 


Kathleen Marie Fay 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1982 


VII. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AWARD OF HONORS AND PRIZES 


MR. CARRIER 


GRADUATION WITH DISTINCTION 


Michael Jeffrey Appel, with High Honors in 


Sociology-Anthropology 


Rebecca Louise Berg, with High Honors in English 
Jacqueline Ann Berrien, with High Honors in 


Government 


Luke Anderson Blanshard, with Honors in Mathematics 


William Andrew Paton, III 
Pallas Athene Reiss 
Margaret Page Roberts 

Illia Rebecca Rosenthal 
Sharon Ann Sax 

Laurie Beth Schneider 
Matthew Eric Silvan 
Keirsten Dennison Sowles 
Benjamin Jordan Thigpen, III 
Margaret Albertson Thom 
Laura Beth Wishik-MacColl 
Alexandria Wyeth Zettler 


Anne Sellitti 
Mary Ann Shore 
Keith Barker Williams 


Kristin Dorothy Neilson 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1982 


Sarah Elizabeth Dranoff, with High Honors in History 


Naomi Beth Epstein, with High Honors in East Asian 
Andrew Farmer Bent, with High Honors in Biology Studies 


Carol Virginia Ferm, with Honors in Government 
Jonathan Fischer, with Honors in History 


Claire Ann Fontijn, with Honors in French 


Karen Joan Forbes, with Honors in Psychology 


Kenneth I. Blum, with Honors in Physics 
Christopher Charles Boebel, with High Honors in 
English 
Deborah Jean Bray, with High Honors in English 
Elizabeth Monroe Cannon, with Honors in English 
Eileen Renee Chotiner, with High Honors in History 
Frank Andrew Ciulla, with Honors in Chemistry 
Susan Graham Cook, with Honors in Biology 
Leslie Karen Crary, with Honors in Government 
Kathryn Lisa Cunnyngham, with Honors in Biology 
John David Dillery, with Honors in Classics 


Frederick Sheldon Downs, with Highest Honors in 
History 


Beth Anne Fouhy, with Honors in English 

Richard Howard Fried, with Highest Honors in Biology 

David A. Gaebler, with Honors in Economics 

Benjamin Dale Gibson, with Highest Honors in 
Government 

David Andrew Gilbert, with Honors in English 

Owen Richard Glendening, with Honors in History 

Jennifer Marie Goheen, with Honors in Russian 

Edward Culver Goodwin, with Highest Honors in 
Biology 

Jonathan James Hamilton, with Honors in English 

Scott William Hassler, with High Honors in Geology 

Gail Margaret Herman, with High Honors in Chemistry 


Ivo Herzog, with Honors in Mathematics 

James Jay Hughes, with High Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

Anna Huttenlocher, with High Honors in Biology 

Alessandra laderosa, with Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

Seunhee Kang, with Honors in Sociology-Anthropology 

Jeremy Charles Karpatkin, with High Honors in 
Government 

Peter Rene Lavoy, with High Honors in Government 

Andrea Elizabeth Lehman, with High Honors in English 

Daniel Harris Levy, with Honors in Philosophy 

Melina R. Linder, with Honors in Economics 

Joyce Ann Luhrs, with Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

Susan Eve Mack, with Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

Ned Markosian, with High Honors in Philosophy 

Felice Suzanne Marlor, with High Honors in Classics 

Karin Ann Martinson, with Honors in Economics 

Laurence John Mate, with High Honors in English 

Thomas Christopher Mikesell, with Honors in English 

Mark Allen Mittelman, with High Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

David Jonas Murphy, with Honors in History 

John Terrence Murphy, with High Honors in East Asian 
Studies 

Megan Murphy, with Honors in Chemistry 

Karen Sara Myers, with Honors in Classics 

Pauline Ann New, with Honors in Government 

Peggy J. Orenstein, with High Honors in English 

Kelly Ann Owen, with Honors in English 


John Junsu Park, with Honors in Government 

Lorraine Therese Peidle, with High Honors in 
Psychobiology 

Donald Clell Philips, with Honors in History 

Jonathan R. Pincus, with High Honors in Government 

Paul Arlington Reeder, with Honors in Economics 

David Bartram Rehm, with Honors in Modern United 
States and European Intellectual History 

Anne Elizabeth Richmond, with High Honors in 
Government 

Michael Aaron Saltzberg, with Honors in Chemistry 

Steven Howard Shapiro, with Honors in Government 

Clara Seiler Shaw, with Highest Honors in Classics 

Paul Edwin Sinder, with Honors in English 

Joseph Elijah Slater, with Highest Honors in History 

Alice May Smith, with Highest Honors in Chemistry 

Julian Ruffin Sprague, with Honors in Chemistry 

John Douglas Steinberg, with Honors in Government 

Paul Ira Steinberg, with High Honors in East Asian 
Studies 

Bradford Scott Gram Swing, with Honors in History 

Benjamin Jordan Thigpen, III, with High Honors in 
English 

Conna Adams Weiner, with Highest Honors in 
Government 

Joseph Lindsey Womack, with Honors in Chemistry 

Amy Lorrine Wordelman, with High Honors in Religion 

Emily Elizabeth Wright, with Highest Honors in 
Sociology-Anthropology 

Carol Fumiko Yamauchi, with Honors in Chemistry 

Martin Roger Zelder, with Honors in Economics 


PHI BETA KAPPA 
THE ZETA OF OHIO CHAPTER 


THE CLASS OF 1983 
Elected in April 1982 


Michael Jeffrey Appel 
Andrew Farmer Bent 
Rebecca Louise Berg 
William Scott Chamness 


Kathryn Lisa Cunnyngham 
Jennifer Lynn Hoock 
Marjorie Ellen Marenberg 
Felice Suzanne Marlor 


Mark Ira Moverman 

Sharon Ann Sax 

Clara Seiler Shaw 

Benjamin Jordan Thigpen, III 


Elected in December 1982 


Christopher Charles Boebel 
Deborah Jean Bray 

Eileen Renee Chotiner 
Susan Lynn Coffin 
Richard Howard Fried 
Charles Martin Hanson 


Anna Huttenlocher 
Andrea Elisabeth Lehman 
Lorraine Therese Peidle 
Anne Elizabeth Richmond 
Steven Howard Shapiro 
Lori Joan Simon 


Alice May Smith 

John Douglas Steinberg 
Conna Adams Weiner 
Amy Lorrine Wordelman 
Emily Elizabeth Wright 


Laura Ann Allen 
Elizabeth Monroe Cannon 
Colleen Chase 

Kathleen Mary Correll 
Chandlee Camille Dickey 
Frederick Sheldon Downs 
Diana Renee Elrod 

David Richard Forman 
Lori Jane Gaier 

Evan Tom Gerstmann 


Andrew Farmer Bent 
Kenneth I. Blum 

Susan Graham Cook 
Kathryn Lisa Cunnyngham 
Donald Warren DeLand 
Karen Joan Forbes 
Richard Howard Fried 


Kendra Colton 

Francis Joseph Corliss, III 
Brian Arthur Dean 

Allen N. Farnham 

Mary Kay Fink 

Lori Jane Gaier 


Elected in April 1983 


Mark Kenneth Greenwald 
Lisa Naomi Grodin 
Seunhee Kang 

Paul Joseph Kijinski 
Thomas Edward Kline 
Andrew Paul Missan 
Shoon Kathleen Murray 
Kelly Ann Owen 
Jonathan R. Pincus 
David Bartram Rehm 


SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI 
THE OBERLIN CHAPTER 


Edward Culver Goodwin 
Scott William Hassler 
Gail Margaret Herman 
Anna Huttenlocher 
Megan Murphy 
Lorraine Therese Peidle 
Michael Aaron Saltzberg 


Elected in April 1982 
Mark Kenneth Greenwald 


PI KAPPA LAMBDA 
THETA CHAPTER 


From the Senior Class 


Katherine Harris 

Kayo Iwama 

Kim Allen Kluge 

Julie Frances Leven 

Matthew Curtis Leibendorfer 
Laura Marie McGinnis 


Kim Allen Kluge 


JEROME DAVIS ESSAY PRIZE 


Karin Ann Martinson 


JOEL DEAN PRIZE IN ECONOMICS 


Paul Arlington Reeder 


THE JOHN ELVIN PIANO PRIZE 


David Allan Thron 


THE JOYCE GORN MEMORIAL FUND 
Norma Helene Brach 


Andrew Thomas Rowan 
Marta Susana Satin 
Elizabeth Ann Searle 
Joseph Elijah Slater 
Paul Ira Steinberg 
Douglas Alan Strand 
Susan Joy Vavra 

Beth Ann Warren 

Ann P. Wickham 
Martin Roger Zelder 


Alice May Smith 

Charles Sidharta Soparkar 
Julian Ruffin Sprague 
Joseph David Varley 
Timothy Mowll Weiner 
Joseph Lindsey Womack 
Carol Fumiko Yamauchi 


Carol Ann Pennington 
Robin Jeanine Poor 
Elizabeth Anne Stoppels 
Jonathan Andrew Sturm 
Louise Anne Zahransky 


ANDREW BONGIORNO SCHOLARSHIP IN ENGLISH 


Christopher Charles Boebel Paul Edwin Sinder 


THE ARTHUR DANN SENIOR PIANO COMPETITION 


FLORENCE FREW SCHOLARSHIP IN CLASSICS 


Felice Suzanne Marlor Clara Seiler Shaw 


Lori Joan Simon 


LOUIS C. AND MARGUERITE GREENWOOD CONSERVATORY PRIZE 
Katherine Harris 


HARRY N. HOLMES PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY 
Alice May Smith 


SELBY HOUSTON CONSERVATORY PRIZE IN ORGAN AND THEORY 
Katherine Elizabeth Lewis 


FAUSTINA HURLBUTT CONSERVATORY PRIZE 
Laura Marie McGinnis 


LOUIS AND ANNETTE KAUFMAN CONSERVATORY PRIZE 
Laura Marie McGinnis 


LAHAURINE-JOHNSTON PRIZE (ROMANCE LANGUAGES) 
Stacey Schinas 


GEORGE GRANT AND CARRIE LIFE FUND IN HISTORY 


Benjamin Dale Gibson Jennifer Faye Kresh 
Charles Martin Hanson Joseph E. Slater 


THE MEACHAM PRIZE IN ENGLISH 
Colleen Chase Andrea Elisabeth Lehman 


THE LLOYD MORRISETT KEYBOARD IMPROVISATION AWARDS 
Theodore B. Baker Allen N. Farnham 


REBECCA CARY ORR MEMORIAL PRIZE IN MATHEMATICS 
Ivo Herzog 


PI KAPPA LAMBDA PRIZE FOR MUSICIANSHIP 


Allen N. Farnham Elizabeth Anne Stoppels 
Kim Allen Kluge Louise Anne Zahransky 


THE RUDOLPH SERKIN AWARD 
Francis Joseph Corliss, II] David Allan Thron 


THE FRANK SHAW (FREUNDLICH) PRIZE IN THE CONSERVATORY 
Teresa Ann McCollough 


THE COMFORT STARR PRIZE IN ECONOMICS 
Geoffrey Eric Harris Dooyong Lee Martin Roger Zelder 


THE COMFORT STARR PRIZE IN GOVERNMENT 
Anne Elizabeth Richmond Conna Adams Weiner 


THE COMFORT STARR PRIZE IN HISTORY 


Shoon Kathleen Murray Hans Joseph Wagner 
Joseph Elijah Slater Glenn Barry Yeffeth 
THE COMFORT STARR PRIZE IN SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
Michael Jeffrey Appel James Hughes 
Kathryn Marie Daskal Emily Elizabeth Wright 


THE LOUIS SUDLER PRIZE IN THE ARTS 
Robert V. Spano 


GEORGE B. WHARTON PRIZE IN GEOLOGY 


Alexandra Biesada Alison Jane Helms 
Scott William Hassler Steven Keith Karowe 


VIII. CONFERRING OF THE DISTINGUISHED COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 


LX. 


ACTING PRESIDENT POWELL 


Candidate for the Distinguished Community Service Award 


Alexandra Podwalny, A.B. 


The candidate will be presented by Daniel Joseph Goulding, 
Professor of Communication Studies 


A resident of Oberlin for 34 years, Alexandra Podwalny has 
been a tireless contributor to community causes and activities. 
She was born in Vienna, Austria, on May 2, 1921, of Russian 
immigrant parents who had first been in Yugoslavia until the 


Treaty of Saint Germain effected a border shift. At the age of 


six months, her family returned to Yugoslavia. She remained in 
Europe until 1949 when she emigrated to the United States and 
Oberlin with her husband, Sergey. She received her citizenship 
in 1955 and her A.B. from Oberlin College in 1965. She taught 
Russian part-time for the College from 1958-60 and served as a 
laboratory assistant in the chemistry department and later in 
the geology department for about 20 years. From 1966 to 1978 
she taught Russian and German on both a full-time and part- 
time basis in the Cleveland, Lorain, and Elyria public schools. 

Her talent in community organization is enhanced by a truly 
global outlook. She is probably best known in Oberlin for her 
efforts over the years to promote United Nations activities: she 
began the tradition of displaying flags of other countries 
around the site of the historic elm during U.N. week; she origi- 
nated the annual U.N. dinner in 1961 and has served as its 
organizer since then; she has organized U.N. activities in the 


THE CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES 


ACTING PRESIDENT POWELL 


Oberlin public schools; and she chaired for many years the 
Oberlin UNICEF fund drive. She has also helped to establish 
other programs in Oberlin that promote international under- 
standing: the “sister city” program between the City of Oberlin 
and Ile-fe-oyo, Nigeria, and the American Field Service pro- 
gram, which brings foreign students to live with local residents. 

She was active in the now-disbanded Oberlin League of 
Women Voters, serving for one year as its president. She has 
been active in the Oberlin Chapter of the American Associa- 
tion of University Women, having served as vice president and 
treasurer, and currently serving as chairman of international 
programs. She also served as president of the Women’s Fellow- 
ship at the First Church in Oberlin, and is currently program 
chairman. There is scarcely a worthy cause in Oberlin in which 
Mrs. Podwalny has not served: she has raised money for cancer 
and heart funds, for community theater, and for Dollars for 
Scholars. She also served for one year as a co-chairman of the 
Hospital Bazaar which annually raises money for the Allen 
Memorial Hospital. 

She speaks five languages fluently: English, Russian, Ger- 
man, Serbo-Croatian and French. 


Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters 


Maya Angelou 


The candidate will be presented by Stuart Friebert, 
Professor of Creative Writing 


Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Fine Arts 


Trisha Brown, internationally acclaimed choreographer and 
dancer whose work has inspired new direction in dance through 


her intelligence, wit, and integrity 


The candidate will be presented by Elesa Rosasco, 
Assistant Professor of Dance 


Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humanities 


Frederic Gomes Cassidy ’30, A.M. ’32, connoisseur and curator 
of the winged word, you have mapped and documented America’s 


endangered localisms for all posterity 


The candidate will be presented by Willard Van Orman Quine °30, Litt.D °55, 


Professor of Philosophy, Harvard University 


Candidate for the Degree of Master of Arts in Government 
Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws 


Charles Adams Mosher ’28, we celebrate the public virtues you 


have lived and reaffirm the obligation to nurture them in ourselves 
The candidate will be presented by Paul Achiel Dawson, 


Professor of Government 


ee 


Biographical informati > candi j 
graphical information on the candidates for Honorary Degrees may be found beginning on page 12 
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Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws 


Victor Jerome Stone ’°42, distinguished attorney and educator, 
defender of the rights of your fellow men and women, ever loyal 
alumnus, and now Trustee of the College 


The candidate will be presented by Paul Beaver Arnold °40, A.M. ’41, 
Professor of Art 
Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Music 


David Joel Zinman ’58, musician and orchestra conductor of 
international renown—son of Oberlin 


The candidate will be presented by Stephen Henry Clapp, 
Professor of Violin 
Candidate for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science 
James Lawrence Powell, scientist and educator, idealist and realist 


The candidate will be presented by Lloyd N. Morrisett, Jr. ’51, 
President, John and Mary R. Markle Foundation, New York City, and 
Trustee of the College 


X. COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 


MAYA ANGELOU 
Author, Civil Rights Leader 


XI. CONFERRING OF DEGREES IN COURSE* 
ACTING PRESIDENT POWELL 


CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
PRESENTED BY DEAN ROBERT MORROW LONGSWORTH 
The Degree of Bachelor of Arts 


Dwan Constance Vanderpool, Katharine Mary Alderdice Peter Mark Atlas 
President Lisa Michele Alford Michael Eugene Babcock 
Stella Soo-gyung Kim, Vice President Laura Ann Allen Amy Bachrach 
Michael Jacob Henry, Lisa Claire Allen Sally Back 
Secretary- Treasurer Wendi Theresa Allen Remi Barbier 
Cynthia Anne Abbott Richard J. Altwarg Linda Carole Barr 
Howell Garrett Adams, Jr. David Jonathan Amlen Miriam Gregg Barrett 
Jann Hurst Adams Keith DeWayne Anderson Helen Barrington 
Howard Jay Albin Samuel Alfred Ansah Julienne Battalia 
Evan Alboum Michael Jeffrey Appel Jennifer Drew Beal 


*Listed are all students from the College of Arts and Sciences and the Conservatory of Music who have been ap- 
proved by the General Faculty and Board of Trustees of Oberlin College for the awarding of ae aves as sae 
completion of prescribed work. It includes students who are graduating on May 30, 1983; students w ee . ill ee Me 
requirements during the summer and fall 1983; and those who completed requirements on persnbeg et 1 f ian 
February 2, 1983 who are returning to receive their diplomas at this Commencement. TS iy not eee the 
official list of graduates for 1983; the official list will be made available by the Registrar after June 30, 1983. 
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Tawney Lynlee Becker 
Jean M. Beebe 

Thomas N. Bemis 

Andrew Farmer Bent 
Rebecca Louise Berg 
Laura Bernstein 
Jacqueline Ann Berrien 
Lenore Ruth Beyer 
Melissa Biddinger 
Alexandra M. Biesada 
Katherine Margaret Binford 
Luke Anderson Blanshard 
Karen Letta Bledsoe 
Patricia Eugenia Blevens 
Rebekah Anne Bloyd 
Brian Lee Blum 

Kenneth I. Blum 
Christopher Charles Boebel 
Nila Bogue 

DeeAnn Borgman 

Julia E. Boyd 

Joy Tracy Boyer 

Norma Helene Brach 
Deborah Jean Bray 
Thomas F. X. Brennan 
Andrew Stearns Brenneman 
Robert Bennett Brenner 
Amy Elizabeth Bridgham 
Mitchell Gino Brogdon 
Elizabeth Roberdeau Bruce 
Frank Burgos 

Elizabeth Monroe Cannon 
David Tapley Carbonneau 
Leah Anne Carroll 

Paula Rae Carter 

William Scott Chamness 
Fred Chance 

Colleen Chase 

Paula Jane Cherenson 
Eileen Renee Chotiner 
Ann Elizabeth Churukian 
Frank Andrew Ciulla 
Andrew Thomas Clark 
Paul Rowland Coe 

Susan Lynn Coffin 

Adena Rachel Cohen 
Derrell Anthony Coleman 
Alexander Brian Cone 
Alan Mark Convis 

Susan Graham Cook 
Laura Katherine Cooper 
Warren Bentley Cooper 
Kathleen Mary Correll 
Leslie Karen Crary 

Erin Leigh Crawley 

Elliott David Crouser 
Kathryn Lisa Cunnyngham 
Louise Clay Dann 

Kathryn Marie Daskal 
Sharon Elizabeth Daugstrup 


Geoffrey Allan Davis 
David Laws Decker 
Andrea Jo Deibler-Gorman 
David Fraser Deibler-Gorman 
Donald Warren DeLand 
James David Demarest 
Jane Louise Dembner 
Edward Frank Dennison 
James Clair Devereaux 
Chandlee Camille Dickey 
Alessandra Hatano DiGiusto 
John David Dillery 
Leslie Garwood Dimon 
Gregory McLeish Donley 
Frederick Sheldon Downs 
John Allison Downs 
Sarah Elizabeth Dranoff 
Jonathan Pandion Driller 
Debra Annette Dudley 
Nina Leanne Dulabaum 
David Hillel Dunn 
Christopher David Edgar 
Nancy L. Edison 
Corinne Elizabeth Egner 
Alissa Ruth Elkin 

Diana Renee Elrod 

Colin R. Enger 

Naomi Beth Epstein 
Jenny Ann Ericson 
Donna Rachel Euben 
Melanie Elena Eversley 
Rebecca Lyon Ewing 
Shelley Gaye Fairchild 
Lisa Helen Fell 

Gareth Nerisa Fenley 
Nancy Eileen Ferdinandsen 
Carol Virginia Ferm 

Lee Martin Fertig 
Howard Michael Fields 
Lisa Ann Finstrom 
Jonathan Fischer 
Susanna Dodds Fishel 
Amy Bienvenue Fontaine 
Karen Joan Forbes 
Jacklyn Judeen Randle Ford 
David Richard Forman 
Beth Anne Fouhy 
Jonathan Gerald Freund 
Richard Howard Fried 
David Hillel Friedlander 
Alexandra C. Friedman 
Judith Kate Friedman 
Barbara L. Friesz 
Andrea Frisch 

Alice Pui-Chee Fung 
Robin Austen Furrer 
Lillian Gabay 

Lori Jane Gaier 

Barbara Lucille Gamble 
Amy L. Gelber 


Michael Robert Geller 
Aaron Lee Gerritz 

Evan Tom Gerstmann 
Benjamin Dale Gibson 
David Andrew Gilbert 
Owen Richard Glendening 
Alan Glickenhaus 

Lori Ann Glover 

David Gmach 

Cynthia Gail Goldstein 
Maureen Debra Goldstein 
Roy Steven Goldstein 
Edward Culver Goodwin 
Therese Mary Govern 
Cynthia Allison Gray 
Philip Laveille Gray 

Mia Lisa Graybeal 

Maria Green 

Erica Greenberg 

Marcia Shirley Greenblatt 
Robin Anne Greenler 
Mark Kenneth Greenwald 
Alison Elizabeth Greer 
Lisa Naomi Grodin 
Margaret Ellen Grodinsky 
Michael J. Guararra 
Katherine Leah Guenther 
David Samuel Habenstreit 
Staci Alison Hambric 
Jonathan James Hamilton 
Linda-Marie Hanekamp 
David Eugene Hankins 
Charles Martin Hanson 
Elisabeth Harries 
Geoffrey Eric Harris 
Greg Allison Harshaw 
Judith Aston Hartman 
Frank Henry Hartmann 
Tracy Mari Hatta 

Alison Jane Helms 

Gail Margaret Herman 
Veronica Herman 

Mark Joseph Hermes 
John Evens Herrmann 
Karen Jane Hettlinger 
David lan Hill 

Theodore Gerald Hill 
Perdexter Hogue 

Jennifer Lynn Hoock 
Deborah Chung-Fou Hsu 
James J. Hughes 

Althea Kay Hukari 
Meeghan Jane Humphrey 
David Mitchell Hurwit 
Anna Huttenlocher 
Alessandra laderosa 
Adam M. Idelson 

Laura Anne Jackson 
Rebecca Marie Jacobs 


Alexis John Andrew Jacobsohn 


Caroline Ruth Jaffe 

Dow Stewart Jarvis 
Duliip Jayasundera 

Ellen Lorraine Johnson 
Renee Beth Johnson 
Stanley Dwayne Johnson 
Warren Eliot Johnson 
Mark Kevin Jones 

John Nicholas Julian 
Kim Kachulis 

John Christopher Kadyk 
Kim Lee Kahn 

Benjamin Thomas Kallen 
Steven Richard Kane 
Seunhee Kang 

Jodi Anne Kaplan 

Steven Keith Karowe 
Jeremy Charles Karpatkin 
Amy Kelley 

Janette Marie Kennedy 
Paul Joseph Kijinski 
Dzifa-Benita Joy Killings 
Thomas Edward Kline 
Karen Maureen Knechtges 
Robert M. Knopf 

Lee Edward Koonce 
Susan Leslie Kraft 
Jennifer Faye Kresh 
Timothy William Kromer 
Andrew Thomas Kronick 
Brian Rolf Kruse 

Mark T. Kuestner 

Julie E. Landau 

Elise Marie LaRose 

Anne Kristine Larson 
Stephen Scott Latourette 
Ann Pennington Laubach 
Cornelia Lauf 

Betsy Jane Lavine 

Peter Rene Lavoy 

John Clifford Lawson, I] 
Dooyong Lee 

Andrea Elisabeth Lehman 
Julie Frances Leven 
Deborah Carolyn Levin 
John Levine 

Paul Matthew LeVine 
Daniel Harris Levy 
Wendy Maida Levy 
Philip Joel Lewis 

Susan Margaret Lewis 
Lucille Libicki 

- Rebecca Lieberson 

Eric Arthur Lindberg 
Melina R. Linder 

Karen Elizabeth Linderman 
Shawn Elizabeth Lockyear 
Mary Elizabeth Lodge 
Martha Andrea Loerke 
Jacqueline Grace Loewy 


Christopher Martin Lohr 
Leslie Ann Loveless 
Joyce Ann Luhrs 


Elizabeth Margaret MacFadyen 


Susan Eve Mack 
Kimberly Anne Manion 
Marjorie Ellen Marenberg 
Ned Markosian 
Andrew Frederick Markowitz 
Felice Suzanne Marlor 
Angela Joy Martin 
Karin Ann Martinson 
Carole Anne Martz 
Nancy Beach Martz 
Julie Melinda Marx 
David Perera Massell 
Michael Joseph Massey 
Laurence John Mate 
Andrew Ott Mattson 
Fiona Frances Maxwell 
Sarah Katherine May 
Sarah Walker McCabe 
Barbara J. McKenna 
Jeffrey Castle Mead 
Mary Teresa Meadows 
Kevin Mernan 

Michael Peter Metlay 
Lauren Ruth Meyers 
John Wallace Michener 
Todd L. Middleton 
Thomas Christopher Mikesell 
Charles Napier Miller 
James Condon Miller 
Jane H. Miller 

Kevin Paul Mills 
Andrew Paul Missan 
Mark Allen Mittelman 
David Jonathan Montgomery 
L. Gordon Moore 
Claire Morduch 
Kenneth Alan Morrill 
Mark Ira Moverman 
Elaine Beth Mulvey 
David Jonas Murphy 
Jack Butler Murphy 
John Terrence Murphy 
Megan Murphy 

Shoon Kathleen Murray 
Mark Sebastion Muzilla 
Craig Steven Myers 
Karen Sara Myers 
Lauri Risa Nagel 
Jonathan Robert Nash 
Carol Jeanne Nelson 
Susan Madeleine Neuwirth 
Pauline Ann New 
Deborah F. Newberg 
Mark Newman 

Jeffrey Allan Nigro 


Christopher Hodgdon O’ Donnell 
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Mary Rose Offerdahl 
Lynn O’Hare 

Kenneth Alan O’ Keefe 
Catherine Elizabeth Oliver 
Peter Jansen Opdyke 
Vera Orac 

Peggy J. Orenstein 

Ellen Naomi Orleans 
Matthew Alexander Ostrowski 
Maria Josefa Otero 

Kelly Ann Owen 

Stephen John Pallrand 
John Anthony Palombi 
Jane Emilia Pansky 

John Junsu Park 

Derrick Lamar Parks 
Gillian Payne 

Martha Tamzen Pearson 
Lorraine Therese Peidle 
George William Perez, III 
Gail Elizabeth Perkins 
George Alan Perlov 

Dana Fraser Perry 
Michael Walter Petersen 
Kristen Marie Peterson 
Donald Clell Philips 
Douglas Harry Pike 
Timothy John Pike 
Jonathan R. Pincus 
Michael Alan Pitcher 
David Daniel Pleasant 
Lisa Hope Plotkin 

Robert Ira Polakoff 
George Richard Pollard 
Lisa Susan Polsby 

John Forbes Porter 

Hill Vernon Pratt 

Dale Richard Preston 
Eric Bronson Pyle 

Carl John Radens 

Paul Arlington Reeder 
David Bartram Rehm 
Sara Lynn Reiter 
Catherine Amelia Reynolds 
Jennifer Ann Reynolds 
Anne Elizabeth Richmond 
Marianne Richter 
Theodore William Ritter 
Mysoon Rizk 

Brigitte Maria Roberts 
Evan Roberts 

Marie Elaine Roberts 
William Melville Robertson 
David Benjamin Robinson 
Elisabeth Mary Robinson 
James Terry Robinson 
Jon Tracy Robinson 

Tony Brook Robinson 
Philip Roger Robison 
Danny Rochman 


Victoria M. Rock 
Juliette Marie Rogers 
Alex Rogolsky 

Charles Ralph Rombro 
Sandra Jane Rose 

Joel Rosenbaum 

Daniel Aaron Rosenblum 
Lay Chester Rosser, Jr. 
Andrew Thomas Rowan 
Glenn David Saffran 
Daniel Aron Lee Sager 
Michael Aaron Saltzberg 
Gregory Martin Sanders 
Marta Susana Satin 
Adam Michael Sayles 
Heidi Gay Schalch 

David Estes Schauffler 
Shari Joylynn Scheck 
Kenneth Monroe Schiller 
Stacey Schinas 

David Filiberto Schuck 
Karen Lynne Schwartz 
Shira Jean Seaman 
Elizabeth Ann Searle 
Kathryn Grace Sears 
Nancy Ellen Segal 
Jeffrey Peck Severinghaus 
Amy Dee Shaftel 

Robert Jay Shapiro 
Steven Howard Shapiro 
Clara Seiler Shaw 

Gregg William Shriber 
Alan Mark Siegel 
Thomas Benjamin Siegman 
Jonathan Alan Silk 
Laura A. Silver 

Michael Seth Silverstein 
Delores Jacqueline Simmons 
Lori Joan Simon 

Kevin Anderson Simpson 
Paul Edwin Sinder 


Barbara Jean Sinkule 
Claire Denise Siverson 
Joseph Elijah Slater 
Alice May Smith 
Stephen Lee Smith 
Tracey Yvonne Smith 
Charles Sidhartha Soparkar 
Kristin Ann Sorenson 
David Ian Spanagel 
Rosanne Spector 
Suzette Leah Speight 
Julian Ruffin Sprague 
Peter Rhyne Staley 
Anthony Stallion 

Paul David Steffen 
John Douglas Steinberg 
Paul Ira Steinberg 

Julie Rose Stern 

Kate Hastings Stevens 
Ronald Lavon Stevenson 
Andrew Jay Stoloff 
Douglas Alan Strand 
Steven Paul Strickberger 
Cecil Bernice Stultz 
Jennifer Anne Sturr 
Howard Jay Supnik 
Takaaki Suzuki 
Bradford Scott Gram Swing 
Paul Teitelman 

Martha Jean Tenney 
Jeffrey Howard Thomas 
Lonnie B. Thompson 
David Allan Thron 
Robyn Renee Thurston 
Karen Ilene Tillquist 
Lisa Ann Tosi 

Beth Louisa Trent 
George Douglas Turman 
Wendy Rebecca Uhlmann 
Eberle A. Umbach 
Timothy Michael Unger 


Joseph David Varley 
Estelle Louise Vaughn 
Susan Joy Vavra 

Thomas Corbin Vernon 
Hans Joseph Wagner 
Kathleen Marie Wagner 
Tun Maung Wai 

Kimberly Gisele Wallace 
Nora Michelle Wallace 
Beth Ann Warren 
Catherine Lynn Weikart 
Conna Adams Weiner 
Timothy Mowll Weiner 
Eleanor C. Weingartner 
Stephanie Fern Weinstein 
Gail Robin Weston 

Ann P. Wickham 

David James Clark Williams 
Ernestine Annette Williams 
Kristin Maria Williams 
Alice Kathryn Williamson 
Tania Louise Williamson 
Bryan Willis 

John C. Wilmot 

Laura Kennedy Wilson 
Richard Mackenzie Withers 
Ronald Eriksen Wolfe 
Joseph Lindsey Womack 
Sarah Louise Woods 
Amy Lorrine Wordelman 
Charles Gayden Wren, III 
Emily Elizabeth Wright 
Margarita Jerabek Wuellner 
Steven Yalowitz 

Carol Fumiko Yamauchi 
Glenn Barry Yeffeth 

John Foster Young 
Jennifer E. Zak 

Karen Lisa Zaretsky 
Martin Roger Zelder 
Shana Regan Zuckerman 


Catherine Anne Sophie Varchaver 


The Degree of Master of Arts 


Jeannine Joyce Love 
B.S., Western Reserve University, 1958 


Lynne Nancy Reno 
B.A., Rosary College, 1971 
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THE CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 
PRESENTED BY DEAN DAVID STEPHEN BOE 


The Degree of Bachelor of Music 


Celia Ivette Amstutz 
Theodore B. Baker 

Jean Sue Bers 

James Allan Burns 

Jane Rita Case 

Fred Chance 

Christina Marie Chute 
Kendra Colton 
Christopher Glenn Connell 
Francis Joseph Corliss, III 
Brian Arthur Dean 
Patricia Mary Donohue 
Aralee Mona Dorough 
Carl Eric Dresselhaus 
Patricia T. Edens 

Annette Marguerite Edwards 
Allen N. Farnham 

Mary Kay Fink 

Victor E. Friedberg 
Jennifer Anne Gabriel 
Lori Jane Gaier 

Owen Richard Glendening 
Joseph Frank Gmeinder 
Mark Kenneth Greenwald 
Lisa Naomi Grodin 
Frederick Rey Haas 

Anne Elizabeth Harrington 
Keith-Frederic Howard 


Andrea Natalia Suellen Cawelti 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


Christine Louise Hauville 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


XII. RECESSIONAL 


Mary Elizabeth Huber 

Kayo Iwama 

Susan Renee Jackson 
Elizabeth Ann Jones 

Kim Allen Kluge 

Lee Edward Koonce 

Sally Catherine Kovach 

Paul Davidson Kushious 
Michael Stewart Lehtiner 
Maria Elena Letona 

Julie Frances Leven 

Lisa Dawn Levine 

Katherine Elizabeth Lewis 
Matthew Curtis Liebendorfer 
Timothy Martin 

Teresa Ann McCollough 
Laura Marie McGinnis 

Edna Elizabeth Marie McKenna 
Jeffrey Castle Mead 

Thomas Christopher Mikesell 
Mark Peter Moliterno 

Laban Kgomotso Molobye 
Matthew Joseph Molokie 
Kenneth Alan Morrill 

Jane Ellen Neufelder 

Kathy Ellen Nolen 

Mary Rose Offerdahl 
Katherine Marie Paff 


The Degree of Master of Music 


Katherine Harris 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1982 


The Degree of Master of Music Education 


Sarah Dianne White 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


The Degree of Master of Music in Teaching 


The Degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts 


Lance Todd Massey 


The audience will remain seated until the procession has withdrawn. 


Barbara Scott Palmer 
Gillian Payne 

Carol Ann Pennington 
Lee James Potter 

Sandra Jane Rose 

Beth Ellen Rosenbaum 
John Richard Schenkel 
Barbara Jean Sinkule 
Martha Ilene Stokely 
Elizabeth Anne Stoppels 
Gail Strindberg 

Steven Dale Stull 
Jonathan Andrew Sturm 
Lydia Joan Tereck 

David Allan Thron 
Stephen William Tjaden 
William Thomas Tortolano 
Keith Steven Toth 

Mary Louise Vander Linden 
Vivienne Louise Venderley 
Denise Irene Verheul 
Emily Claire Walhout 
David Edward Warf 
Eleanor C. Weingartner 
Sarah Dianne White 

Joy Ann Williams 

Louise Anne Zahransky 


Mark Peter Moliterno 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


Louise Anne Zahransky 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


Denise Irene Verheul 
B.M., Oberlin College, 1983 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS 


MAYA ANGELOU, DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS 


Born, St. Louis, Missouri, April 4, 1928. Recipient of numerous honorary 
degrees. In the 1950s toured 22 countries in Europe and Africa in Porgy and 
Bess; taught modern dance in Rome and Tel Aviv. During residency in Africa 
in the 1960s, was associate editor of The Arab Observer, Cairo; writer for The 
Ghanian Times and The Ghanian Broadcasting Corporation; an administra- 
tor of the School of Music and Drama, University of Ghana; feature editor, 
The African Review, Accra. Since 1970 author of four autobiographical nov- 
els and four books of poetry, including highly acclaimed / Know Why The 
Caged Bird Sings and the most recent, Shaker, Why Don’t You Swing. For the 
theater produced, directed and starred in the revue Cabaret for Freedom at the 
Village Gate, New York; performed in Medea in Hollywood; was librettist, 
lyricist and composer for the 1981 Broadway musical And Still J Rise. For 


TRISHA BROWN, DOCTOR OF FINE ARTS 


Born, Aberdeen, Washington, November 25, 1936. B.A., Mills College, 1958. 
Additional study at Connecticut College summer sessions with Louis Horst, 
Jose Limon, and Merce Cunningham. Taught at Mills and Reed colleges. Ad- 
junct assistant professor, New York University, 1967-71. Founding member of 
the Judson Dance Theater, 1962; the Grand Union, 1970; and the Trisha 
Brown Company, 1970 with annual performances in New York City and tours 
of the United States, Canada, Europe, and Japan. Performances at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, Walker Art Center, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Festi- 
val d’Automne/Centre Georges Pompidou (Paris), Riverside Studios (Lon- 
don), and Louisiana Museum. Television appearances: Trisha Brown Com- 
pany featured on the PBS series Dance in America in program on post-modern 


television was author and executive producer for a five-part CBS mini-series 
Three Way Choice; hosted a 30-segment PBS series Afro-Americans in the 
Arts which received the Golden Eagle Award in 1977; appeared in the Roots 
series; was the subject of a 1979 two-hour CBS special; wrote and produced 
the 1982 full-length 20th Century Fox TV film Sisters, Sisters. Honors include 
the 1970 Chubb Fellowship from Yale and the 1976 Woman of the Year in 
Communications Award from Ladies Home Journal. Was northern coordina- 
tor for Martin Luther King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference and a 
member of the Presidential Commission for International Women’s Year, 
1978-79. Since 1981 has been the Reynolds Professor of American Studies at 
Wake Forest University, North Carolina. 


dance, “Beyond the Mainstream,” 1980; Company featured on WGBH-TV 
(PBS, Boston), 1980. One of seven major choreographers included in Michael 
1980. Recipient of Gug- 
genheim Fellowship, Creative Artists Public Service fellowship, National En- 


Blackwood’s documentary “‘Making Dances,” 


dowment for the Arts grant, and New York State Council on the Arts grant; 
participant in the National Endowment for the Arts Dance Touring Program 
for four years. Featured in numerous publications including Terpsichore in 
Sneakers, by Sally Banes, (Houghton Mifflin, 1980) who devotes a full chap- 
ter to Ms. Brown. Choreography repertoire includes Glacial Decoy, 1979, with 
visual presentation and costumes by Robert Rauschenberg. 


FREDERIC GOMES CASSIDY, DOCTOR OF HUMANITIES 


Born, Kingston, Jamaica, West Indies, October 10, 1907, A.B., 1930, A.M., 
1932, Oberlin College; Ph.D., University of Michigan, 1938. Faculty member, 
Oberlin College, 1930-31; University of Strasbourg (France), 1935-36; Univer- 
sity of Michigan, 1936-39; University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1939. Visiting 
professor, Columbia University, summer 1956; Stanford University, 1963-64. 
Research assistant and editor, Early Modern English Dictionary, 1931-35, 
1936-37; Middle English Dictionary, 1951. Field worker, Linguistic Atlas of 
the United States and Canada, Ohio and Wisconsin, 1939-41. Consultant, 
Funk & Wagnalls, 1964-70. Fulbright Research Scholar, 1951-52, 1958-59: 
first honorary fellow, University College of West Indies, 1958-59; grant recipi- 
ent, U.S. Office of Education, 1965-70 and National Endowment for the Hu- 


CHARLES ADAMS MOSHER, DOCTOR OF LAWS 


Born, Sandwich, Illinois, May 7, 1906. A.B., Oberlin College, 1928. Editor 
and publisher, Oberlin News-Tribune, 1940-61. Delegate to the 1948 Republi- 
can National Convention. Ohio State Senator, 1951-61. Delegate to White 
House Conference on Education, 1955. Member, United States House of Rep- 
resentatives, 13th Congressional District of Ohio, 1961-76. By 1973 w 
ing minority member, Science and Astronautics Committee; 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee; v 


as rank- 
member of the 
ice-chairman of the Congres- 
sional Office of Technology Assessment (1973), which he co-founded. Rank- 
ing minority member of the House Science 
time of his retirement; served one year 
Congressional advocate of feder 


and Technology Committee at the 
as the Committee’s executive director; 
al programs supporting undergraduate sci- 
ence education; manager, public programs, American Association for the Ad- 


vancement of Science (1979), Visiting Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International 


manities, 1970; Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Member: 
Linguistic Society of America, American Dialect Society (president 1955-57), 
Modern Language Association, Mediaeval Academy of America, Society for 
Caribbean Linguistics (president 1972-76). Research specialties: Pidgin and 
Creole Languages, English lexicography. Over 100 publications include Dic- 
uionary of Jamaican English, 1967 and 1980 (with R.B. LePage, Cambridge 
University Press); and Present Trends in American English, 1976. Currently 
director of a group of lexicographers compiling the Dictionary of American 
Regional English, of which he is also editor, to be published in five volumes 
between 1983 and 1989 by Belknap Press, Harvard University. 


Center for Scholars, 1978-80. Author of numerous papers and public ad- 
dresses relating to science and technology. Member, Oberlin College Board of 
Trustees, 1964-70 and 1973-77; honorary member since 1977. Member, Ohio 
Newspaper Association, Sigma Delta Chi professional journalism society, 
American Civil Liberties Union, NAACP, National Editorial Association and 


-American Academy of Political and Social Science, among many other organ- 
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izations. Among numerous honors, was presented distinguished service 
awards by American Civil Liberties Union (1975) and National Science Foun- 
dation (1976); named “Oberlinian of the Year” (1976); awarded American 
Oceanic Organization’s “Neptune Award.” In 1977 appointed to National Ad- 
visory Council for the National Science Foundation and elected Director-at- 
Large of Marine Technology Society. 


JAMES LAWRENCE POWELL, DOCTOR OF SCIENCE 


Born, Berea, Kentucky, July 17, 1936. A.B., Berea College, 1958; Ph.D., 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1962. Member of Pi Alpha, Phi Kappa 
Phi at Berea; Sigma Xi at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Research 
assistant and teaching assistant, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1959- 
62. Joined Oberlin faculty in 1962 as assistant professor of geology, full pro- 
fessor since 1971; chairman, department of geology, 1965-73: associate dean, 
1973-75; provost, 1975-76; vice-president and provost, 1976-83; acting presi- 
dent, September 1981-June 1983. Sabbatical leave at Oxford University, 1969- 
70. Active on numerous Oberlin College committees. Research associate, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1962-64; research on isotope geology, 
Oberlin College, summers 1965-69, 1971-73. Field work in the United States 
(Montana, Arkansas, Arizona, New Mexico, Wyoming, Colorado), Canada 


VICTOR JEROME STONE, DOCTOR OF LAWS 


Born, Chicago, Illinois, March 11, 1921. A.B., Oberlin College, 1942; L.L.B., 
Columbia University, 1948. United States Naval Reserve active duty, 1943-46. 
Practiced law in Chicago, 1949-53. Research associate, University of Chicago, 
1953-55; professor, University of Illinois College of Law, since 1955. Ford 
Foundation grant, 1962-63; lecturer on American law for U.S.1.S., Germany, 
1963. Visiting professor, George Washington University School of Law, 1965. 
Former chairman, committee on academic freedom and tenure, Unversity of 
Illinois chapter of the American Association of University Professors 
(AAUP); former chapter secretary of AAUP and member Urbana chapter; 
former president Illinois State AAUP; General Counsel of AAUP, 1978-80: 
currently president of AAUP. Appointed by the governor to be one of three 


DAVID JOEL ZINMAN, DOCTOR OF MUSIC 


Born, New York, New York, July 9, 1936. Mus.B., Oberlin, 1958. Graduate 
study in composition and university choral director, University of Minnesota. 
Participant, conducting program, Berkshire Music Center at Tanglewood. 
Study and assistantship with Pierre Monteaux in Europe. Music Director, 
Netherlands Chamber Orchestra, 1964-77. American debut with Philadelphia 
Orchestra, 1967; conducted leading orchestras of Chicago, Los Angeles, Bos- 
ton, New York, Pittsburgh, Minnesota, Toronto, Baltimore, San Francisco 
and Houston; conducted European orchestras including Concertgebouw Or- 
chestra of Amsterdam, London and BBC symphony orchestras, Royal Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, Paris National Orchestra, L’Orchestre de la Suisse Ro- 
mande, and Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. Music director of the Rochester 


Philharmonic Orchestra since 1972; adjunct professor at Eastman School of 
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(Quebec, Ontario, and British Columbia) and abroad (India, Germany, Nor- 
way, and Isle of Skye). Visiting speaker at a number of universities in the 
United States and Great Britain, including University of Michigan, Indiana 
University and Oxford University. Author or co-author of many professional 
articles and co-author of the textbook Strontium Isotope Geology, 1972. Has 
testified at the House of Representatives in Washington, D.C. on matters re- 
lating to the need for strong science education. Recipient of major research 
awards from the National Science Foundation and Research Corporation. 
Professional societies: American Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence; American Association of University Professors: Geological Society of 
America, of which he is a fellow. President, Franklin and Marshall College, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, effective July 1, 1983. 


public members of Judicial Advisory Council of the State of Illinois, 1959-61. 
Outstanding Instructor Award, University of Illinois College of Law, 1981. 
Member, American, Illinois, and Chicago Bar Associations; American Civil 
Liberties Union; Champaign County Urban League Board of Directors; IIli- 
nois Supreme Court Committee on Jury Instructions; co-founder and former 
chairman, American Civil Liberties Union, Champaign County; advisory 
committee, Association of American Law Schools; Illinois Appellate De- 
fender Commission; Order of the Coif and Omicron Delta Kappa. Faculty 
advisor to Black American Law Students Association, University of Illinois 
Chapter. 


Music, University of Rochester; principal guest conductor (1977-79) and mu- 
sic director (1979-82), Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra. Assumes post of 
principal guest conductor of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra in 1983-84. 
Has conducted New York’s Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, Chicago’s 
Grant Park Festival, and the Waterloo Festival. One of five “up-and coming 
young American conductors” singled out by Time Magazine (1982) for their 
“talent to direct a Big Five orchestra.” Recordings include Grand Prix du 
Disque and Edison prize winning record of Chopin’s F-Minor Piano Concerto 
and Bach’s D-Minor Keyboard Concerto with Vladimir Ashkenazy and the 
London Symphony Orchestra (London label) and critically acclaimed music 
by Dukas with the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra (Philips label). Cur- 
rently records with the Rochester Philharmonic (Vox and Turnabout labels). 


Commencement and Tradition at Oberlin 


by Robert A. Haslun °67 
Secretary of the College 


Ou Commencement is an amalgam of traditions, 
some dating back to the Middle Ages, some dating back 
to Oberlin’s first Commencement, and some as recent as 1970. 
But while traditions and customs have undergone changes, the 
basic concepts of celebration, serious purpose and pageantry 
have remained. 

From the founding of Oberlin in 1833 until the early 1900's, 
Commencement had been an extravaganza of large magnitude. 
It represented not only the time for the granting of diplomas, 
but also a chance for the College to show off the capacity of its 
students and for its alumni to gather in reunion. 

The Oberlin Collegiate Institute, as it was called until 1850, 
granted its first degrees in 1836 in the Theological Department. 
The first four B.A. degrees were conferred on September 6, 
1837. The custom of holding an “Anniversary” or Commence- 
ment celebration, however, dated from October 29, 1834, the 
completion of the first full year of operation. On that day four 
entering freshmen, who comprised the first college-level class 
at the Institute, were brought to the stage with a few of the 
preparatory students of the more advanced category. Area 
newspapers reported that public examinations were held in 
English grammar, arithmetic, geography, botany, history, rhet- 
oric, stenography, natural philosophy, Latin, Greek, and com- 
position in English. 

“In all these branches the students appeared well and 
evinced the pleasing fact that the teachers have been 
successful in their attempts for a thorough mental 
discipline.” 

The ceremonies that year were held out of doors on the 
present Tappan Square, a custom that was improved upon the 
following year with the arrival of the great 19th century revival- 
ist Charles Grandison Finney as a Professor of Theology. 
Finney brought with him a large revival tent and through 1842 
Commencements were held inside it, under a large banner pro- 
claiming “‘Holiness to the Lord.” With the completion of First 
Church, Commencement moved indoors and was held there 
continually from 1843 to 1908 when it again moved, this time 
into newly completed Finney Chapel. The site of the ceremo- 
nies was not changed again until 1957, when the present custom 
of holding it outdoors on Tappan Square was reinstituted. 

By 1841 Commencements were expanding in length. In that 
year it became a two day affair with the Collegiate Department 
graduating on August 25 and the Theology School on the 26th. 
An “Address to the Alumni” was also included. The Alumni 
Association, founded in 1839, showed strong support for the 
College from the start and large numbers of alumni returned 
for the celebration each year. Indeed, a record of sorts must 
have been set in 1856 when 77% of the College’s alumni re- 
turned for the event—170 out of 222 living graduates. 


The pattern of two day Commencements continued with 
slight variations down to 1892. The Ladies Department was 
graduated on the first day and the College and Theological De- 
partments on the second. The number of total days spent in 
celebrating the event continued to increase after 1839, however, 
and gradually it developed into a full week of activities cen- 
tering around oratory and music. This reflected partly the in- 
creasing enrollment at the school and partly the fact that each 
and every graduate was expected to discourse publicly on some 
topic. The very popular literary societies also were given time 
and their members came to expect a public speaking session. 


Changes toward Commencement as we know it began to 
take place in 1878. In that year graduation was moved to the 
June dates we have come to associate with commencement 
time. The change reflected the change in the academic calen- 
dar, which switched the long vacation from winter to summer. 
In the early days of the College, the idea of having the long 
vacation in the winter had had a two-fold advantage: it allowed 
students to help earn their tuition by working as school teach- 
ers back home in the winter months, and it kept costs for lamp 
oil and fuel to a minimum by shutting down the College during 
the colder weather. But in 1878 the College changed its 
academic calendar to be more in step with other colleges and 
universities. 


By the 1880’s there were so many students graduating that 
the reading of original compositions, even of restricted length, 
was becoming tedious. In 1888 an experiment was tried 
whereby speakers from among the graduating seniors were se- 
lected on the basis of four year cumulative grades. The experi- 
ment was not well received by the student body and in 1890 
each of the graduates again spoke. The decison was finally 
made in 1893 to abolish student speeches completely and to 
invite an Outside person to address the graduating class. The 
Rev. F. W. Gunsaulus of Chicago became the first person so 
honored. 


The addition of a main speaker also meant that most depart- 
ments could be consolidated for the purpose of commencing, 
One speech replacing the numerous ones of each graduating 
division. Instead of two days of graduating, one was now suffi- 
cient. The exception to this was the Theological Department 
which had disassociated itself entirely from the general pro- 
ceedings in 1887. That loss was made up in 1895 by the addition 
of Conservatory students to the Commencement list. 

The Conservatory had been in existence since 1865 and asso- 
ciated with the College since 1867, but had never granted de- 
grees. Certificates or diplomas had been issued and when the 
Conservatory students joined with the B.A. candidates in 1895 
they continued to receive these certificates. In fact, prior to 


1900, The Bachelor of Music degree (Mus.B.) was relatively 
unknown. In 1876 Boston University became the first college in 
the United States to grant such a degree. At Oberlin the deci- 
sion to grant Conservatory graduates the Mus.B. was not made 
until 1904 when eight graduating seniors were so honored. Ina 
general tightening of standards at the Conservatory all its grad- 
uates after 1905 were expected to meet Mus.B. requirements 
and no other certificates were issued. (Conservatory alumni, 
after a scrutiny of their records and upon payment of a fee, 
were allowed to receive the degree retroactively.) Conservatory 
students, despite the new high standards, were apparently not 
expected to have a knowledge of Latin; while the College of 
Arts and Sciences degrees were inscribed in Latin until 1970, 
the Mus.B. was always inscribed in English. 

The Conservatory graduates were not the only ones denied 
full and equal status at Commencement. Although Oberlin had 
created something of a scandal when it became the first coedu- 
cational college in the world, it apparently had difficulty decid- 
ing what to do with the coeds once they were ready to graduate. 
Women were admitted to the Institute from the founding, but 
for the first four years were not allowed to be candidates for 
the B.A. degree. Instead they took what was called the “Ladies 
Course” and were granted a “testimonial” rather than a de- 
gree. In 1837, the College allowed four young women to enter 
the full college course on an equal basis with men; three of 
them graduated in 1841, becoming the first women in America 
to receive the B.A. degree. However, it was one thing to give 
them a degree and quite another to have them take their place 
on the platform and read their original essays in public. The 
solution was to have male faculty members read the young 
ladies’ essays and this custom persisted until 1858 when the 
females were at last allowed to read their own papers. 

The final changes toward Commencement as we recognize it 
today came in the early 1900’s with the advent of Illumination 
and the addition of pomp and circumstance, including the ar- 
rival of the cap and gown. 

Illumination, the stringing and lighting of many Japanese 
lanterns around a town, was not an unknown custom in 19th 
century America. Oberlin had in fact illuminated itself for Lin- 
coln’s election in 1860. But it did not become a part of the 
Commencement exercises until 1903 when Professor Frederick 
O. Grover, recently arrived from Harvard, suggested it after a 
custom he had witnessed of illuminating the Harvard Yard. 
Several thousand lanterns were purchased at Oberlin and the 
campus and several streets of the town were strung with them. 
Except for three interruptions, the custom continued annually 
until it was abandoned in 1932 for financial reasons. The out- 
cry was such that the College re-instituted it in 1933 and pur- 
chased an additional 20,000 lanterns for the purpose. Only 
during World War II was it again stopped. This year, some 3100 
lanterns remained for Illumination. 

Pomp, in the form of the Academic Procession, became an 
integral part of the ceremony in the early 1900’s. By 1909 there 
was a standard listing for the “Academic Procession” and in 
1913 the “Honorary Marshal” was added. Caps and gowns 
were worn beginning in 1903 by the students and in 1907 by the 
faculty. It was not until 1970 that the custom was abandoned by 
the graduating class. That class voted to abandon the cap and 
gown protesting that they were elitist symbols and that the 
rental money could be better used elsewhere. Most of the class 
contributed money to community organizations. The action 
came as ashock to “traditionalists.” It is worth looking in some 


detail at the history of academic dress at Oberlin in relation to 
this nostalgic outcry. 

Caps and gowns, and academic pomp generally, made a rela- 
tively late appearance in the United States and an even later one 
at Oberlin. The early history of the arrival of caps and gowns 
on the Oberlin campus, against the wishes and strong protests 
of the faculty, is in interesting contrast with its abandonment. 
Also interesting is that similar egalitarian reasons were put 
forth initially for their adoption and more recently, for their 
casting off. 

At the medieval universities in Europe the garb we know as 
academic dress had evolved out of the basic human need for 
warmth. The robe, made of wool, was the only means for keep- 
ing warm in cold, damp rooms lacking in heat. The present 
mortar board evolved out of skull caps with which scholar 
monks covered their tonsured heads. Were one to remove the 
actual board today, the remaining cap would be revealed essen- 
tially unchanged. In France in the 12th century the wearing of 
the cap and gown came to mark the formal admission of the 
licentiate to the body of masters. Gradually, special forms were 
set aside for the university bodies and, in modified style, have 
been preserved to this day. The hoods, worn down the back of 
today’s gown, were originally fashioned after the cowls worn 
by monks and were attached to the robe for use as extra head 
covering should the skull cap not prove warm enough. Later, 
when the hood was displaced by the more elaborate head dress, 
it evolved into a separate ornament and came to be decorated 
with a border of distinctive colors usually representing the de- 
gree held by the wearer and the school issuing the degree. 

Although popular in European universities since their ori- 
gin, academic regalia did not catch on to any great extent in 
democratic America until late in the 19th century, more or less 
coincidental with the surge of American scholars returning 
from advanced study at continental universities. The Harvard 
faculty, for example, did not begin their use at Commencement 
until 1886. The New York Times reported that 


“the democratic appeal in clothing all alike in an out- 
ward equal fellowship, the improvement in the general 
effect in university functions, and the increased interest 
aroused in academic ceremonies as a result of the prac- 
tice brought about the rapid adoption of the costume [at 
most eastern schools].” 

The craze began in Oberlin in 1881 although classes before 
that had maintained a class uniform or hat for several years. 
The Oberlin Review for December 24, 1881, announced the 
beginning of the tradition. 

“Oberlin is the last College on the long list that has 
adopted the ‘mortar board’ and at the beginning of next 
term that venerable covering of scholarly youth will be 
seen for the first time in our scholarly precincts. The 
Juniors, Sophs, and Freshmen have, by large majorities, 
adopted the cap and these classes will be distinguished by 
the colors of the tassels, ’85 black and gold, °84 black, 
and ’83 class colors, and ’82 owing to the fact that she is 
distinguished by the silk hat will not do the academic 
costume.” 

The class of ’80 had a naval cap and ’82 had started with a 
military uniform, but the brass buttons and visored hats were 
short-lived. The reasons for adopting the new costumes were 


put forth later in the same Review article: 
“We prophecy for the Oxford cap a permanent foothold 
here because it is taken up by the great body of college 
men, because it has the association of hoary antiquity 
behind it, and because it is used to characterize and dis- 
tinguish a man as a student in many of the best colleges in 
the land.” 


The Oberlin faculty took an extremely dim view of these pro- 
ceedings from the start and discouraged the wearing of the new 
regalia. The initial assault was against the females and, as ever, 
the student body was ready to counter-attack again in the 
Review. 

“It is rumored that the Faculty propose to interfere to 
prevent the Classical ladies from wearing the mortar 
board uniform... on the ground that the cap would 
not be suitable head covering for both ladies and gentle- 
men. Surely the Faculty would not go so far as to say the 
caps MUST NOT be worn. Such an attitude would 
doubtless cause a rebellious spirit among the students 
which it would be unwise to awaken.” 

The next comment appears in the April 22, 1882, issue. The 
article concerned itself with the fact that the student body had 
abandoned wearing caps because of the spring temperatures. 
“It has ceased to be an object to attract attention and we be- 
lieve it to be the opinion of the majority that it really is what it is 
claimed to be, the hat for college students.” 

Alas for the custom, a mere six months later the Review was 
offering up an obituary with a rather timeless comment in- 
cluded. From the March 21, 1882, issue: 

“We have experimented with the mortar board and all 
will agree it has been a failure. It is fast becoming a rarity 
on our streets and the time is not far distant when the 
sight of one will create as great a sensation as it did last 
January. Now that the novelty of this antique headdress 
has worn off, we have wearied of it as children with their 
toys. There are persons who find it difficult to believe 
that they are really college students without some mark 
in clothing or general appearance to assure them of 
the fact.” 

Eight years were to pass before the cap and gown fad was 
revived at Oberlin. In March of 1890 the Review congratulated 
the “Sophs” for their “taste in choosing mortar boards. They 
have been brought out from hiding place at last as everyone 
knew they would be.” No faculty reaction was recorded, but 
the battle was yet to come. The Review of February 18, 1892, 
reported that “Seniors at Yale will wear the cap and gown dur- 
ing the entire spring term, and in most of the eastern colleges 
they will add to the dignity of the graduating class.” 

The Oberlin seniors, not to be outdone, began a general push 
to adopt the cap and gown not only for class wear but for the 
first time at Commencement. The faculty was thrown into a 
state of crisis over this and voted its disapproval of such a 
move. The Review responded with what was, for the day, scath- 
ing criticism on March 8: 


“It is always with great reluctance that any criticism is 
directed toward the faculty from this column and, when 
words of this nature seem advisable, they are always said 
with great respect for that body of ladies and gentlemen 
who exercise their function over us with such great wis- 
dom. Yet in our opinion a great mistake was made Mon- 
day night. If well authenticated report be true, the vote 
in disapproval of the cap and gown went through with- 
Out opposition or parley. Now whatever our opinion of 
the cap and gown, we question very seriously whether the 
regulation of any commencement garb worn by the 
Senior Class falls within the sphere of faculty super- 
vision at all.” 
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The issue lay dormant until 1896 when the Senior Class again 
took to wearing its badge of seniorhood. The garb was some- 
times worn in classes, but more often on special days and at 
certain occurrences. A Review of December 8, 1904, notes for 
example that the “Seniors have abandoned the wearing of caps 
and gowns every Friday until warm weather.” (An interesting 
contradiction here since in 1882 the same paper noted the aban- 
donment of the garb because of the warm weather.) Chapel was 
another time for the wearing of the garb. A Review for May 4, 
1899 chastises seniors: “If a cap and gown are meant to be a 
token of rank, they hardly serve their purpose when classmates 
sit side by side in Chapel, one with, the other without the 
insignia.” 

The Faculty continued its fight to abolish the garb or at least 
never to be caught so enrobed themselves. By 1903, however, 
younger members, men and women who had worn the cap and 
gown in their own student days, were beginning to increase in 
numbers. On March 23, 1903, a debate was held in the faculty 
meeting over the question of wearing academic dress for the 
first time for Henry Churchill King’s inauguration as presi- 
dent. Although those in favor had the votes to carry the mo- 
tion, several voted against it out of respect for the old guard, 
and the motion failed 17-15. The Senior Class, not so respect- 
ful of their elders, appeared robed. It was not until May of 1907 
that the General Faculty finally voted to adopt the new cos- 
tume. The resolution read, “Upon the recommendation of the 
Committee on Commencement, it was voted that the Faculty 
recommend that the dress of the Faculty at the coming Com- 
mencement be the academic dress.” And so, in 1907, for the 
first time, both faculty and students wore what would become 
the “traditional” cap and gown. 

From 1908-1929 the Instructions for the Academic Proces- 
sion read: “It is recommended that academic dress be worn at 
the Baccalaureate Service and at the Commencement Service.” 
From 1930 on we see that, ‘““Academic dress should be worn by 
all who participate in the academic procession on either day.” 
And finally in 1960 the stern admonition that, “Academic cos- 
tume must be worn.” 

This year’s senior class voted to continue the fourteen-year 
old tradition of wearing non-academic attire, although an in- 
creasing number of seniors choose to ignore that vote and 
present themselves for their degree in cap and gown. At the 
same time, the General Faculty continues the practice of wear- 
ing caps and gowns, making their 76th appearance in academic 
garb. All told, of the 150 Commencement Exercises at Oberlin, 
just over half have been formal in terms of caps and gowns, 
and only 36 have been held outdoors in Tappan Square, the 
now-traditional site. 

Commencement and tradition at Oberlin are closely tied 
with the changing attitudes of faculty and students, and how 
they perceive the meaning and symbolism of Commencement. 
As times change, traditions change. As traditions change, so, 
too, will Oberlin’s Commencement change. But, of course, 
change itself would seem to be an Oberlin tradition. 


ORDER OF BLEROISES 


AT THE 


_ COMMENCEMENT 
OBERLIN COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1837. 
—> 18/419 | FE |S eieier—— 
10 A. M. 
. Prayer. 
. Mostc. 
3. Oration, on the influence of Political Revolutions upon 
the Progress of Christianity. 
By O. D. Hinuarp, Representative of 
the Blackstone Association. 


- Orarion, on Geology and Revelation. 
By J. M. Barrows, Representative of 


# the Society of Enquiry. 
. Musse. 
3. Composirion—Christ, a perfect pattern for imitation. 
: By Miss ©. S. Prauu. 
. Oration, on Sacred Music. 
By Wo. L. Parsons, Representative 
of the Musical Association. 
~ Composition, on the Art of Conversing with Interest 
and Propriety. By Miss C, P. Mors. 
» Oration—Slavery, a Moral Evil. 
By Hl. C. Taytor, Representative of 
the Oberlin Anti-Slavery Society. 


10. Music. 
P.M... 


1. Prayers 
. Mosic. * 
» ORATION. By L. S. Parker, Representative of 
the Young Men’s Moral Reform Society. 
. Composition, on Appropriate Female Rducation. 
By Miss 8. C. Carm. 
. Muste. 
. Orarion, on the Character of Christ as Proof of a 
Divine Revelation. By J. O. Bearpsueg, Oberlin. 
. Orarion—Government, a Necessity. 
By Cuar.es Apams, Avon, Mich, 
. Music. 
»- OnaTion, on the Adaptation of Christianity to the Moral 
Constitution of Man. By Josern M’Corp, Morgan, O, 
10. Decrees Conrerrep. 
11. Muste. 
32, Prayer anv Benepicrion, 


